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BOOK NOTICES 



The Mythology of All Races. Edited by Louis 
Herbert Gray. 13 vols. Boston: Marshall 
Jones Co., 1916. $6.00 per vol. 

This series promises to be one of the great 
monuments of the history of religions. Its vari- 
ous volumes are the work of experts and are 
individual monographs of great value. The 
completed set will put at the disposal of the 
general reader exactly the sort of information 
he requires for an understanding of the mythol- 
ogy of the world. 

The value of the text is still further increased 
by the wealth of illustrations, many of them in 
color, which reproduce the original works of 
art in which the various theological views are 
expressed. 

At the present time there have appeared 
Vol. I, The Mythology of Greece and Rome, by 
Professor William Sherwood Fox, of Princeton; 
Vol. VI, Indian and Iranian Mythology, respec- 
tively by Professor A. Berriedale Keith, of 
Edinburgh, and Professor Albert J. Carnoy, of 
Louvain; Vol. IX, Oceanic Mythology, covering 
the myths of the islands of the eastern seas, by 
Professor Roland B. Dixon, of Harvard; and 
Vol. X, North American Mythology, by Professor 
Hartley Burr Alexander, of the University of 
Nebraska. 

It is impossible to enter into a discussion of 
each one of these volumes. It is enough to call 
attention to the admirable analysis of material, 
its readable style, the mass of notes and bib- 
liography which are carried as a sort of appendix 
to each volume. 

The series is a credit, not alone to the authors, 
but to the publisher and to the general editor, 
Professor Louis Herbert Gray. 



The Light of Truth as Revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. By Levi Rightmyer. Boston: 
Sherman, French, & Co., 1016. Pp. 967. 
^2.75- 

The Dualism of Eternal Life. By S. S. Craig. 
Rochester: S. S. Craig, 1916. Pp. 252. 

When Christ Comes Again. By George P. 
Eckman. New York: Abingdon Press, 
1917. Pp.287. $1.25. 

The volume by Mr. Rightmyer is described 
in the publishers' announcement as "colossal." 
The adjective is well chosen. Through nearly 
a thousand pages the author has struggled to 
make plain the truth which comes to the man 
"from whose faith the veil is raised which now 
enshrouds the nations of the earth." This will 
not really be lifted, he holds, until after the 



second coming of Christ. The volume seems 
to be an attempt to develop original ideas with 
Scripture as proofs. There are few texts of the 
Scriptures, apparently, which have not been 
treated ingeniously and illegitimately. The 
book is an amazing exhibition of industry, the 
result of which is all but unreadable in its prolix- 
ity and discursiveness, as well as in its contortion 
of biblical truth. 

Another book of less volume, but of no better 
sense, is that of Pastor S. S. Craig. The author 
has described what he believes to be truth in 
numberless passages of Scripture. It is a little 
difficult to discover what this truth is, but on 
the whole it seems to be a view that the heathen 
will have a chance in the intermediate state to 
repent. As a contribution to serious biblical 
study the book is negligible. 

A very different book is that of Dr. Eckman. 
It is, as he says, "a plain book for plain people." 
Its first main topic is "The Right Use of the 
Bible," and this right use of the Bible is that of 
devout scholarship. Dr. Eckman has some 
telling words for false prophets who give their 
imagination loose rein, and ventures to describe 
the pre-millenarianists as "absolutely devoid 
of spiritual imagination." Dr. Eckman does 
not hold the extreme historical view that the 
second advent is "only a deposit or residuum of 
Judaism." He holds rather to a repeated com- 
ing, which is of the nature of a general process 
of Christ's spirit in the world. Christ's words 
to this effect he holds were misinterpreted by 
the disciples in accordance with current beliefs. 

Dr. Eckman takes up passage after passage 
and argument after argument of the pre- 
millenarianists. It is a sane book, written for 
people who want to be sane. It is to be recom- 
mended to those who are being plagued by the 
fanaticism of men who are distorting the Scrip- 
tures in the interest of the theory of second 
adventism. 

The Library of Christian Co-operation. Edited 
by Charles S. Macfarland. New York: 
Missionary Education Movement, 1917. 
6 vols. 

This is a series of books containing the reports 
and discussions of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America for the quadren- 
nium ending in the convention at St. Louis in 
December, 1916. No such elaborate group of 
books of this class has been published since the 
Edinburgh Conference. In them are to be 
found very intelligent discussions of the moral 
aspects of practically all the human relations. 
Three volumes are given to international rela- 
tions, possibly the most important of them being 
that containing the discussion of the relations 
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of the United States with the Orient. Yet any 
comparison of the relative importance of the 
books would be unfair, for each has its own 
remarkable value. As unique and significant 
as any is the report on Christian education, 
prepared by its secretary, H. H. Meyer. In it 
will be found a compendium of all the most 
important recent attempts at religious educa- 
tion in its various aspects. It also contains 
documents setting forth the various boards and 
committees, together with officers and members 
of the same. The set makes a permanent contri- 
bution to the history of American Christianity. 



The Anglican Proper Psalms. Critical and 
exegetical notes on obscure and corrupt 
passages in the Hebrew text, in the light 
of modern knowledge. By C. H. Sellwood 
Godwin. Preface by Rev. A. H. Sayce. 
Cambridge: Deighton, Bell & Co., 1915. 
Pp. xviii+88. 4s. 6d. 

Only those who understand something of 
Hebrew can appreciate the notes on the Anglican 
Proper Psalms. The author confines his atten- 
tion to the thirty-four psalms especially appro- 
priated to holy days. In attempting to recover 
the original the author uses the versions with 
commendable good judgment. Where these 
fail him, and the Massoretic text is manifestly 
in error, he resorts to conjecture, but conjecture 
of a very conservative character. Unlike Briggs 
and other critics of the Psalter, he does not put 
at the basis of his textual reconstruction any 
fixed scheme of Hebrew meter. While recog- 
nizing some obvious principles of Hebrew poetry, 
he does not use it as a standard on which to 
measure the length of his lines. 

The book is not a commentary in the ordi- 
nary sense of that term. It is more a study of 
special words which are imbedded in the text 
of some of the verses of the Proper Psalms. 
These notes reveal much good common sense, 
that will prove helpful to pastors or priests, who 
often stumble at the meanings of verses in that 
group of psalms. While scholarly, they are 
conservative and constructive. 



La Sainte Bible. Traduction nouvelle d'apres 
les meilleurs textes, avec introductions et 
notes. Paris: La Societe Biblique, 1916. 
Premiere Livraison, Genese-Exode 1 — 9, 16. 
Folio, pp. 80. [The entire work 50 fr.] 

The Bible Society of Paris has launched a 
splendid enterprise. It has projected this long- 
desired work in French on the Bible: (1) a new 
translation, (2) notes, (3) introductions, and 
(4) marginal annotations to indicate the sources 
of the text adopted in the translation. It aims 
to make this book for France what Kautzsch's 



learned translation is for Germany. The trans- 
lation is based upon a comparison of the best 
textual testimony. While this has been the 
method adopted for many years in New Testa- 
ment work, for the Old Testament it is rather 
novel. All recent French Bibles have been 
based on the Massoretic text with only such 
variations therefrom as were warranted by 
variant rabbinical readings. This translation 
takes account of the readings of the Samaritan 
Pentateuch, the Greek, the Syriac, the Latin 
versions, the Targums, as well as the Hebrew 
text. All these sources of information have 
been carefully utilized by the several trans- 
lators to establish the present text. 

The page (niX7i in.) of translation is of 
large, double-column, restful type. The trans- 
lation proper occupies about two-thirds to 
three-quarters of the page's length. Imme- 
diately under the translation in small type are 
found the variant readings — usually few in 
number — regarded as especially important by 
the translator. Then in larger type, occupying 
from one-fifth to one-third of the page, are notes 
explaining certain difficulties, textual and 
archaeological, necessary to aid the reader in 
his understanding of the translation. 

A condensed and up-to-date introduction 
to Genesis-Exodus is printed on the cover to 
this livraison, to be embodied ultimately in 
the complete work. 

The Book of Genesis was prepared by Pro- 
fessor Louis Aubert, of the University of Neu- 
chatel; and Exodus 1 — 9, 16, by Professor Henri 
Trabaud, of Geneva; and the whole livraison 
was edited by Professor Adolphe Lods, charge de 
cours at the Sorbonne, Paris. 

We heartily congratulate the Bible Society 
of Paris and especially Professor Lods that such 
an auspicious beginning has been made on this 
monumental task, and we hope that it will be 
carried through successfully to the New Testa- 
ment. 

Public Speaking: Principles and Practice. By 

James Albert Winans. Ithaca, N.Y. : Sewell, 

1915. Pp.475- $J-5°- 

Out of an experience of many years as a 
teacher of public speaking at Cornell Univer- 
sity, Professor Winans has produced a book 
sound in theory and intensely practical. No 
teacher could fail to get valuable suggestions 
from its pages; and the general reader will find 
the book so interesting and so clear in its treat- 
ment of the subject that much help may be 
derived from its private study. In the sixteen 
chapters of the volume are found such topics as: 
"Selecting the Subject," "Finding Material," 
"Plans and Outlines," "Motives for Speaking," 
"Methods of Development," "Psychology of 
Audiences," "Platform Manners," "Voice 
Training," "Gesture," and many other aspects 
of the science and art of oral discourse. Each 



